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the clause is going to affect the rights of
parties in those eases,

Mr. A. THOMBON: I move—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Aves 12
Noes 14
Majority against .. 2
AYEB,
Mr. Angwip Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Chesson Mr. Walker
Mr. Colller Mr. Willeock
Mr. Corboy Mr, Wilson
Mr, Heron Mr. Muosle
Mr. Johnston {T'cller.)
Mr, Lutey
NoOEs,

Mr. Angelo Mr. Piesse
Mr. Carter Mr. Richardson
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Sceddan
Mr. Durack Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Mullapy
Sir James Mitchell (Teller.)
Mr. Money

Motion thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Minister for Justice to repre-
sent Attorney General:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This clause is
merely a doplication of Clauses 2 and 3 and
there is no necessity for it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I agree with the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle. I fail to see
any distinction between it and Clauses 2
and 3.

The Minister for Mines: The one time At-
torney General drafted it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I presume it was
drafted by a legal gentleman. There is not
the slightest power granted by this clause
which is not already provided for.

The PREMIER: I promised to report pro-
gress before dealing with Clause 6. I am
prepared to report progress mow.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.
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Address-in-reply, Eighth day e 402

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at +£.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.
Debate resumced from the previous day.

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) [4.32}: In
supporting the motion for the adeption of the
Address-in-reply, I join with other members
in tendering to you, Sir, hearty congratula-
tions on your elevation to the high office of
Pregident. You said it had been your
ambition to attain that homour. As you
have been conneeted with Parlinment for so
many years, we feel perfectly safe in en-
trusting the duties to yow. 1 must express
decp regret at the loss of our former Presi-
dent, Mr. Kingsmill. He was of very great
assistance to this Howse, and’ we shall miss
him greatly. We shall also miss other mem-
bers who were defeated at the recent election.
I was pleased at being again returned to take
my ghare of the responsibilities in assisting to
develop this great State, and I thank members
for their weleome. Two items in the Speech
stand out prominently, those dealing with the
financial position of fhe State and the immi-
gration peliey of the Premier to settle our
vast empty spaces. The success of the second
will go a long way, if not all the way, towards
overtaking the deficit which has been mount-
jug up for so many years. I had hoped that
ere this the Government would have devised
means to check the defieit which is now in the
vielnity of gix millions of money. This is a
huge amount for so small a population. I
hope the Premier’s immigration policy will
prove successful, for if it does, I believe we
shall soon overtake the drift, and before many
years have passed will be on the road to
prosperity. I agree with the Premier’s group
settlement seheme. In our vast areas there is
room for not 75,000, but for 700,000 more
people than we have at present. The area
of Wegtern Australia is so great that the State
of Vietoria could be put in the South-West
corner and not be scen. The faet that we
have a total population of only 340,000 men,
women and ehildren gives one cause to think.
It is regrettable, 50 many members have said,
that the Goverament cannot earry ont a land
settlement poliey without the risk of running
the State into insolveney. The group settle-
ment gcheme is a first class scheme. T am
pleased that the Premier has introduced it,
and T pray that it will be the success he hopes
it will, Tn the South-West we have n huge
area of timber and fruit and wheat-growing
Iands, and there as well as in the northern
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areas as far as Geraldton, the country could
be cut up into smaller blocks and eclosely
settled. After five or six yeara the farmers
we settle should be in a fair way to pay the
interest on the money advanced to them and
a small amount by way of sinking fund.
Farmers in the South-West who started on
areas from 30 to 40 acres are doing remark-
ably well, and they did not have the benefit
of the T.A.B. or the Agricultural Bank assist-
anve which is being offered to settlers to-day.
If we pet the proper class of immigrant, there
is a great future before Western Australia.
Some people ask—'*What is the use of plae-
ing more people on the lanil when there is no
market for their produce?’’ T am supporting
the Minister for Agriculture in hig efforts to
increase the produetion of the State, There
is a market at our doors for the greater part,
if not the whole of the produce we can raise
for some years to come. Every year a sum of
over £2,000,000 is sent out of the State to
purchase products whieh should and counld be
raised in Western Australin. Remembering
this, we must admit that there is an outlet for
all that ean be produced within the State for
years to come, and when the present market
ig overtaken, the requirements of the in-
creased population will be still greater. The
froit-growing industry of the South-West will
necessitate the opening up of the ports, but
until we have suffirient produee to ship from
those ports, we cannot expect boats to eall
there, We know what the Brideetown and Mt.
Barker distriets are capable of doing
in the way of fruit growing alone;
we know the difficulties confronting our fruit
growers in shipping their frait frem Fre-
mantle, n distance of an extra 120 miles,
in summer time withont the advantage of
cool vans. Last year when coming up from
Bridgetown T saw a special train which
left Bunbury at midday oun Saturday. The
temperature in Perth that day was 106 and
on the following day it was 107. Yet that
fruit was kept in the vans for three days
before it was put aboard the boat or into
cool store. What condition eould we expect
that fruit to be in on arrival in England?
The Government should consider the open-
ing up of Bunbury and other ports in order
to give frnit growers and farmers the ad-
vantage of the natural outlets for their
produee, Bunbury should have a port
capable of accommodating the mail and
other steamers which eall for our produce.
When we consider the country for which
Bunhnury is a natural cutlet. extending east
of Lake Grace to Newdegate and east of
Narrogin, and all the Sounth-West, we can
imagine what facilities it will require in
the course of a few years. T am sorry Mr.
Baxter is not in his seat because he spoke
very disparagingly of the South-West. He
consideved the land was too thiekly
timbered and not good enough for the
settlement of a large pumber of immi-
grants. Tf he travelled through these dis-
tricts and saw the volume of traffic on the
railwavs, he wonld come to the conclusion
that the South-Weat was worthy of better
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treatment than it has received in the past,
Of all our railways, with the single excap-
tion of the metropolitan lines, none is pay-
ing better than those of the South-West.
Traffic ¢n a lot of them is badly congested.
The lines have to be worked day and night
in order to carry the produce. Collie is
producing 500,000 tons of ¢oal per annum,
and theve is only one line of rails to carry
this eoal to the port. Owing to ihe stesp
gradesa double trains have to be run on that
line. The Government should inquire intn
the question of improving the grade or pro-
viding another line so that the coal, wheat
and timber may be expeditiously conveyed
to the port. Regarding the Premier’s immi-
gration policy, it has been said that we
should have obtained the loan of £6,000,000
on better terme. When on my election
campaign I expressed the opinion that the
Premier, knowing the conditions as he did,
would be able to make out a very good case
for Western Australia, and that we would
get the requisite money at a veasonable
figure, if not free of interest for a few
vears. I pointed out that the British Gov-
ernment were expending £100,000,000 per
annum on the unemployed. If the British
Government spent £10,000,000 or £20,000,000
in Western Australia in settling a lot of
their able-bodied men here, it would be a
better investment than spending ever so
mnch more merely to feed idle men in their
own country. Of course we cannot see be-
hind the seenes; we do not know what diffi-
culties the Premier experienced, but we
are certain that he exerted all his cfforts to
get the money on the best torms possible.
I have every confidence that he did his
utmost for the State, I do not for a
moment say that he could have done better.
This is the first group settlement scheme
which has been plared before either the
Commonwealth Government or the British
Government. Both those Governments have
taken it up readily, and consider it the best
scttlement policy yet placed hefore them.
The Premier, therefore, descrves every
credit for what he has done; and I econ-
sider that this House and another place
should do cverything possible to assist him
in carrying out his pelicy. T am not a
croaker; I do not believe in running down
Western Australia, I believe in giving this
country fair play. 'The scheme, bowever,
requires the most careful supervision; and
I do not know that the Government have
at present the necessary organisation. With
aueh supervision, however, gronp settlement
should prove a suceess. Supervision will
be required not only in the initial but also
in the later stages. Those of us who have
gcne through the mill ourselves know that
in developing our farms we have wasted
much money which could have heen saved
us by practical advice and guidance. I do
not believe in young inexperienced men
being put in echarge of group settlements,
por do I believe in men from Government
offices being sent to take vharge of clearing
parties. Sueh people know nothing about
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the conditions of the work, I thoroughly
believe that afier three or four years a
great many of the settlers, with proper
supervision, will make good., That refers
not only to the Great Southern district, but
also to the country around Pemberton,
where L have seea immigrants perfectly
satisfied with their prospects on the land.
They have not been there long enough yet
to produce, but they are very pleased to
think that in time they will have farms of
their own, Those men, however, are not
working eight bours a day; and tbe Gov-
ernment are setting rather a bad example
by placing alongside them men who
work only eight hours, The setilers
themselves are putting in 11 and 12
hours per day, The eight-hours sys-
tem adds to the cost of clearing. Re-
turned soldicrs have complained of being
charged for elearing double the amount that
the work would have cost if done by contract.
Ir the past the Government lacked exper-
ience as regards clearing, but the men in
charge of clearing gangs now have benefited
by experience. T trust that the cost of clear-
ing land for the immigrants will be only
one-half of that for the returned soldiers.
When legislation for the settlement of the
soldiers was passing through this House, Mr,
Ewing and I tried bhard to secure the in-
sertion of a provision relieving the soldiers
from the payment of interest for the first five
years, That is only right, because during
the first five years a farm will produce very
little, and for that period it takes a man
all he knows to knock out a living without
paying interest. Similarly, I consider that
the immigrants should be relieved of interest
payments for the first five years. Mr. Love-
kin said that the British Government were,
in effect, paying only £8 per head for the
bringing out of the immigrants; this pay-
ment being made in the shape of the £ per
cent, interest. The cost is very low, and, with
commpound interest added, it might be put on
to the price of the properties after five years.
In any ecase, it would not amount to very
much. In my opinion the soldiers would be
minch more contented if they knew that they
were to be free of interest for five years.
What the intentions of the Government are
in this respect I do not kmow, but I strongly
urge the Government not to demand payment
of interest during the first five yearas. In the
case of the immigrants there should be proper
supervision to preveut money advanced to
them being spent foolishly.  That money
should be devoted to the purchase of stock
in a cheap market, and to the permanent im-
provement of the properties. I know of
farms in the South-West on which the Gov-
erament have advanced money, and which, for
the want of advice and supervigion, bave not
been improved as they should be; and the
owners of those farms are talking of throw-
ing them up. Tn connection with the settle-
ment of immigrants the Government will have
to go in for a romprehensive drainage scheme,
beranse without drainage a great part of the
Sonth-West is useless. (food roads also are
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Recessary to cmable the immigrants to cart
their produce to the railways. It i3 poor
management on the part of the Government
to ask scttlers to battle along without roads
and without drainage. There Lhas heen some
diseursion as to why so many of our im-
migrants have left Western Australia for
the Eastern States. I would sugpgest that
the Government should pay some attention
to the comfort of the womenfalk in the coun-
iry, ro that farming may be made atiractive
not only to the man but to the wife alaso.
The women have much to put up with on
farms. Every possible conveniente should
be given them in their dwelling-honses, 8o
that they may be enabled to take pride in
their homes. They should bave wash-houses
and stoves for eooking, sn that they would
not be compelled to go out in all sorts of
weather to do their work. Country dentres
should be connected by telephone, and should
have every convenicnee in the way of reg-
nlar mails. Those of us who have had to
battle along in the North-West and the back
vountry know perfectly well what ‘‘roughing
it'’ means. You, Mr. President, have done
your share of it, as also have other members
of this Chamber, We kaow what we had to
centend with in years gome by. I, for my
part, would be sorry to think that my chil-
dren had to rough it as I have done in the
past. Along our coast right from Fremantle
there are thousands upon thousands of acres
of land which has been ¢ondemned by some
people, but which the developments on the
Peel estate have proved to be excellent land.
That country right round to Albany, when
opened up with railways for "the conveyance
of produee to market, and served by compre-
hensive drainage schemes, will afford room
for thousands of settlers, who will be able .
to make a good living. 1 trust that this
session the Closer Settlement Bill will be
carried, for we have along our existing rail-
ways to-day thousands of acres of unused
land. No doubt the pwuners will zell that
land, but at what price? The values they
put on that land for taxation purposes and
the sale prices they ask are altogether diffar-
ent matters. Some holders will not sell at
anything like a reasonable figure, saying,
‘“We want to stick te that land -for our
families in years to come.’’

Hon. J. Duffell: What do you say is a
reasonable figure?

Hon. E. ROSE: It depends on the class
of land and the situation, For anyone in
this House it is impossible to say whether
the value of certain land is £10 per acre or
10s. per acre. Take our coastal lands, of
which I have valued a great deal at 10s.
per acre for road board rating. With a
drainage scheme and with a railway, a lot
of this land would be worth from £10 to £20
per acre, because it will produce anything.
Tt is highly suitable .for dairring and for
mixed farming.

Hon. J. Duffell! Is not that mostly sandy
country ?

Hon. E. ROSE: No, it is along the coast,
and it must have railway facilities. Look at
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what has been done on the Peel estate, and
remember that the same c¢lass of country
exists right along the eoast. In the case of
the back couniry the settlers have to pay
cnormouns railway freighta, The lapd along
the coast is not only well worth opening up
for agricultural purposes, but also for the
sake of the timber it carries. Between here
and Bunbury, and Bunbury and Busselton,
““there are stretches of very fine tuart. That
tuart country should be reserved, and the
timber should be looked after. Al the ma-
ture timber sbould be taken almost at once,
because if left too long it becomes useless.
The tuart country should be conserved for
railway purposes, and railway purposes alone,
because tuart is the finest timber we have in
Western Aunstralia for undercarriages of roll-
ing stock. That has been proved. If a line
were run argund the coast, that would help
to make the rest of our rnilway system pay.
Of courge, we cannot hope to make new lines
pay from the jump. However, all the south-
western lines are paying, and paying hand-
somely. By the time we settle the land down
there we shall require, not two trains a day as
at present,but three or fout, Moreover, it will
be necessary to duplicate the line from Perth
to Bunbury. That being s0, why should not
the duplication sun along the coast, instesd
of beside the exiasting line§ It is the inten-
tion of the Premier to open up the country
through Pemberton and round to Denmark.
There we have the finest forest in the world.
The Premier knows the eountry well, and I
am sure that if he can but ecarry ovt his
policy he will have the timber down there eoa-
served, Im many parts of the covntry, where
settlement is proceeding, it would be wise if
the Government were to arrange for ring-
barking ahead of clearing, and so save both
time and money to the settler. Down towards
Nannup the eountry ring-barked a few years
ago is now practically clear on the hillsides
and growing the finest of elover. Of course,
that eountry will grow anything. At the Maun-
jimup show every year there are to be seen
magnificent English grasses and fodders, the
finest in the State. The country there is
more like Gippsland than any other place I
have seen. Gippsland, we know, is one of the
finest agricultural and dairying Qistriets in
the Commonwealth, Yet it is only what the
South-West will be in a few years time. In-
stead of having two or three butter factories
there, as we have to-day, there should be eight
or ten. I for one hope to see the day when we
shall be exporting butter. The dsirying in-
dustry, it mnat be remembered, was the sal-
vation of Victoria which, not many years ago,
was almost in a state of insolvency. I have
great confidence in the South-West, for 1
know it to be one of the richest and most
fertile distriets in Australia. Of course, we
tequire population. To populate Australia
will prove to be the cheapest method of de-
fence. With our 12,000 miles of coast line, it
is not practicable to rely upon the defence
of navies. We must populate the Common-
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wealth from north to south and from east to
west. Western Australia can carry & huge
population, uot only in the South-West, but
in the North. Tntil such time as we bave
that population, we are in grave danger of
outside powers attempting to come in. I hope
very careful supervision will be exercised in
the selection of immigrants to come out here
from the Old Couatry. We require only
strong healthy men and women willing to go
on the land. I have heard of a few exchanges
of passports and names, to the advantage of
those who were not able to pass the dettor.
We require to be most careful to see that thias
sort of thing does not continue. In the South-
West we have many thousands of acres of
beautiful timber country. A lot of that tim-
ber is over-matured. In many parts of the
forest one can find dry rot in the over-
matured trees, all of which, or 30 many of
them as are marketable, ought to be cut out
and put to use., I hope the Busselton-Mar-
garet River railway will be completed asm
quickly as possible. Now that the rails be-
tween Bridgetown and Pemberton are being
taken up, it would be a good idea to run them
down to Busselton for despatch to
Esperance, instead of sending rails from
Northam via Albany to Esperance, as
they are doing. Mr. Sanderson said
the other Jlay that there wns no ¢o-
ordination between the departments. 1
agree with that. The Railway Department
and the Works Department certainly do not
pull together as they should. When we want
any material for our roads those departments,
instead of assisting us, try to get the last
ounce of flesh. Only recently have we been
able to comc to terms with the Railway De-
partment for a supply of gravel at a reason-
able figure. T should like to see the trading
concerns disposed of as soon as possible. We
hear it said that the State sawmills have been
showing good profits during the last 12 or
18 mouths. So they should do, at the price
they are charging for timber. The other
day my attentior was drawn to the high
school in course of construction at Bunbury.
The contractor explained that he is bound to
take his timber from the State sawmills at
the maximom price. The same thing applies
to all materigls uvsed on Government
buildings,. In my view a contractor
should be allowed to decide for him-
aelf where he shall purchase his timber.
I am pleaged that the Government are
going in for a housing scheme and
talk of building 1,000 cottages in coumtiry
distriets. The plans T have seen are very
suitable, and I hope the Government will put
the scheme into operation as soon as possible.
Outlying towns in country districts are very
short of houses. We must have more buildings
and if, as they say, the Goverament can pro-
vide the cottages at a cost of £155 f.or,
those cottages should be erected as quickly as
possible, Onee the local demand for our pro-
duce is overtaken, it will be necessary for the
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Government o assist co-operative societies in
starting dehydrators for the preservation of
our fruit and other produce. Mr. De Garisis
on the right track with the dehydrater and
the guaranteed price, although I am not sure
that his prices are right. However, the Gov-
ernment will have to assist co-operative con-
cerns in starting debydrators, because it
means the provision of an illimitable market,
not only for dried fruits, but alse for veget-
ables, T hopec every member will agres to
assist the Premier in his immigration policy.
Wo are returned to Parliament, not merely to
represent our own little electorates, but to re-
present alse the whole of the State, and so, as
I say, we should assist the Government in
every way possible.

Hon. J. Cornell; Conditionally on our
knowing what they are doing.

Hon. E. ROSE: T am pleased to know
that the Minister for Education is desirons
of starting an agricultural college. I have
been advocating this for years past. We
should have our own college, instead of
gsending our boys to the Eastern States,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Where would you
put it?

Hon. E. ROSE: T ddo not care, so long
as we have such a college for the
‘training of our boys. Of course, the
South-West is where the greatest settle-
ment is going to be, and so I think the
college should be there. Our boys go East
to attend agricultural colleges, and on their
return to Western Australia they bave to
set about learning the local conditions, West-
ern Australian boys have been particularly
successful in the agricultural college of
South Australia. Young Johnson, of Bun-
lbury, was the top boy over there,

The Minister for Education: There are 14
of our hovs there now.

Hon. . ROSE: Consider how many there
would be at our own agricultural college!
Vory few of us ean afford to send our boys
East to study agriculture. T hope it will not
be long hefore we have an agricultural col-
lege in Western Auatralin. T am very pleased
to know that the Minister for Education is
establishing high schools in the outer centres.
I will gladly support the Minister in his en-
deavonrs to institute higher edueation through-
out the State. Our hoys and girls have to
be educated in centres away from the city.
We do mot want them bhrought to the city
as has heen the case in the past, where they
become accustomed to city life, to pieture

ghows, nand races, which unfit them for the-

country life we expect them to follow after
leaving school. The Minister for Edueation
i« on the right track in establishing these
sehools in outside centres. Western Ausiralia
requires very careful management. Tt is a
huge State and a grand heritage. To-day we
have six Ministers doing what should be the
work of cight. They are over-hurdened.
They have too mueh upon their shoulders,

Hon. G, W, Mites: Are they not getting
rid of the trading concerns?
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Hon. E. ROSE: We have heard that for
many ycvars past. The Premier has many
different departments to look after, in whick
there are many clerks and different officers
upen whom he cannot possibly keep his eye.
He has too much t¢ do, and there should he
somcone to take some of the responsibility
off his shoulders. Tn his group settlement
poliey and land settlement policy he has as
much work as one man can cope with, without
having in additien the Treasury and the
Lands Department to see to. There is room
for two more Ministers. I am sorry the
Government have not appointed two Honor-
ary Ministers to assist them as they had two
vears ago. If they do not appoint Honorary
Ministers they should have the Constitution
amended so that two paid Ministers may he
appointed. The gentlemen who occupy these
portfolios give up nearly the whole of their
time to the work, and they are entitled to
come in on the same footing as other Minis-
ters. T hope members of this Chamber will
assist the Government in every way they
can. T do not like to see s0 much eroaking
in the House. We should know what our
land is eapable of doing and what our conn-
try is worth, and should not be decrying our
country and running down the administra-
tion. T have every confilence in Western
Australia. It i3 God's own country which
can be made prosperous and will be made
prosperous under proper supervision.

Honr. J. XNICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
[5.18]: There are very few points left for
me to touch upon which have not been al-
ready deslt with fully by other members.
There is one subject, however, in which we
are all interested. I join with other mem-
hers in extending to you, Sir, my hearty con-
gratulations on the appointment you have
secured. I trust the pesition whivh you hold
to-day, you will be enabled as the years go
on to continue to hold, with the same vigonr
you have displayed in the many other public
offices you have occupied. T also desire to
welcome amongst us the new members. With
the advent of mew memhers one feels regret
that there have heen displaced other mem-
bers we used to see amongst us, and whom
we learned prohably to respect from many
points of view, although we might have dif-
ferel from them on political grounds. These
regrrets are alse accentuated by the fact that
we have lost your predecessor, one who had
won the esteem and high regard of every
member of the House. There can he ex-
pressed nothing but regret that we should
have lost the scrviees of one so capable as
Mr. Kingamill. The Speech contnins a matter
of outstanding importance, namely, immigra-
tion. We all desire to see that policy brought
to a successful issue. We are blessed with a
Premier of unhonnded patriotism, a2 man who
is possessed of the utmost enthusiasm in con-
pection with the development of this State,
and who is drsirous of doiug his hest, and
secing that others do likewise to ndvance the
interests of Western Auvstralin.  Although
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some may olier adverse criticism regarding
this policy, I do not think any one of us
wigshes to throw a damper upon that enthu-
siagm, There js an honest and sincere wish
in the mind of every member to help the
Premijer in that great conception of his in
conneption with immigratien.  Unfortun-
ately, however, we have not been furnished
up to date with those details which we as
membess of the House might elaim we are
entitled to. The information that has been
supplied to us through the Speech must
be fairly regarded as very meagre. T am,
therefore, looking forward with consider-
able anxiety to the explanations which
no doubt will he furnished by the L.eader of
the Houye upon this important matter. At
present it is difficult to form conclusions as
one would like to do wiien dealing with this
interesting topic. If a person had before
him a scheme of snch magnitude as this in
any business with whiech he might be
associated he wonld naturally ask for
the fullest details, so that he might see
whether the scheme  presented the
features that made for sucecess or
whether it was laid down on lines which
would ultimately result in success. At this
stage T can only offer a few observations. T
would not for a moment think of seeking to
criticise adversely this scheme that has been
propounded. The meagre information placed
before me prevents me from doing so. T
cannot for a moment congeive that the Pre-
mier or his eoleagues would put forward
such a scheme as this if they did not them-
selves believe that they bad the machinery
and the organisation for carrying it out.
Hon. F. A, Baglin: Surecly members are
entitled to know what the acheme ia?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Those are the par-
ticulars for which I am asking.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Apparently we have
given them a blank cheque.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We have no offi-
cial details before us, Things have been
stated in the Press, but these items of infor-
mation supplied to us by this back channel
do not bear the official halllmark which is
essential to enable us to form our own econ-
clusions. I am not offering these ohserva-
tions in anything but a friendly spirit.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps you did not
hear Mr. Ewing’s speech; he explained the
whole matter.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: But he is not a
member of the Ministry. I am awaiting
with some degree of pleasure the explana-
tions which will be furnished by the Leader
of the House as a member of the Ministry.
It is explained in the Speech tbat the money
raised will be in the following directions:—

(1) To strengthen the funds of the

Agricnltural Bank in order that improve-
ments—chiefly in the direction of clearing,
fencing, and dam sinking—may be put in
hand by existing holders to enable them to
double, the present produetion of wheat
and to largely increase the stock-carrying
eapacity of their farms.
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_ (2) To previle for the housing of people
in country town and distriets.
(3) To settle six thousand additional
people on the land—echiefly in the south-
west portion of the State—to bring their
hollings to a productive stage by clearing,
drainage, feneing and housing, and to pro-
vide railways, roads, und other favilities
to enable them to murket their products.
1 assume that 6,000 additional peoplp mean
6,000 additional settlers. I think 1 can sliow
that the work done in paragraph (3) will ab-
sorb the whole of the £6,000,000 without
leaving anything for the work cntailed under
the preceding paragraphs, I am supported
in that by further information that is sup-
plied in the Speech, which says that the
average commitment—this is dealing with
spldiers settlement—yper soldier is £1,126.
In one paragraph it is set out that
the total registrations to date amoent to
7,288, and of these, 4,547 have been pranted
advances. We may take it that the 4,547
have received an average of £1,126 each to
place them in settlement, An expenditure of
£5,181,620 has been absorbed in the settle-
ment of 4,047 soldiers. It ean thus be seen
that if we spend at the rate of
£1,000 on each of the 6,000 settlers it is pro-
posed to place on the land under the immi-
gration scheine we shall absorb the whole
of the £6,000,000 without applying any
portion of that money to any of the other
chjects which have been mentioned.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is not that moncy for
repurchased estates? Are not these scttlers
to be put on Crown lands?

Hon. J. XTCHOLSOXN: I do not not know
where they propose to put these men.

Hon, F. A, Baglin: Why not put the
goldiers on Crown lands?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: A lot of them
have been placed on Crown lands. Certain
estates, of course, have been repurchased.
Assuming, however, that not a single estate
is repurchased, I claim that men cannot be
gettled in the South-West for less than
£1,000. The Leader of the House will agree
with me that a settler in that part of the
State will require that amount if he is to
be suceessfully settled. That is to say, it
will take that amount, unless the scttler is
to be placed on a small holding such as 20
acres to be devoted to the growing of vines
or something of that nature.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: It costs that amount
in connection with the group settlement,

Hon, [J. NITCHOLSON: T will be interested
to hear Aetails of this aspeet. The Leader
of the House will appreeiate the difficultics
eonfronting hon, members in their task of
following this scheme, withont having the
details before us.

The Minister for Education: The Gover-
nor’s Speech scts out that the details will be
submitted io Parliament.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: TUnti! we ret those
details, one is at a loss to know where he
stands. While off rine these observations, T
do so in no hostile spirit—fFar from it, My
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desire is to assist the Premier, and I bope
it will be possible for me to do so to the
fullest extent. 1 would like to do so. In
common with other members, I would like
some explanztion as to the organisation.
For example, we want to know something
about the arrangements in the Old Country
regarding the selection of setilers ard the
placing of those men when they arrive here,

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Do you think the Gov-
ernment have any organisation?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is what 1
want to know. It is a vastly important fea-
ture. From my eXperience in conneection with
the Red Cross Society, I know that a great
many men have come to Western Australia
who are not suitable as settlers on the laad.
‘We have assisted a large number of these
men and I kuow they are not fitted for the
work they are expected to undertake in eon-
neetiong,With land settlement. Some of those
men are actually receiving sustenmance allow-
ances from the Red Cross Society.

The Minister for Eduveation: Were those
people assisted immigrants or did they eome
out on their own initiative?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They came out
under some scheme of settlement propounded
at Home. They were supposed to have been
passed by a medical man at Home.

The Minister for Education: Was that
vnder a State schemef

Hom, J. NICHOLBON: I understand it
was, I ean secwre fuller particulars later
on. I know we had occasion to write to the
Agent General pointing out the seriousness
of the position. I can assure hon. members
that it does involve a serigus strain upon
our gociety’s funds. We cannot leave these
people in a destitute condition and we try to
assigt them through the Red Cross Society
to the fullest extent, We want to know
what organisation there will be and what
methods will be adopted in c¢onnection with
the expenditure of money. We want to be
shown that the money will be wisely spent.
Although we are getting the money on what
appear to be favourable terms for a certain
period, we must not lose sight of the fact
that we have to repay that debt. We are
committing ourselves to a serious liability in
connection with this loan of £6,000,000. After
a certain period, we are committed to the
payment of the full interest on that amount.
We want to examine the whole scheme from
a business standpoint and gee that it is estab-
lished on such lines that it will prove to be
a success and not a failure. We all realise
that suecess will mean so0 mueh to this State,
whereas failure will put the State back for
many vears to come. There is another point
regarding which I should like the Minister
to reply. I would like him to tell us whether
any other countries have received more fav-
ourable terms in conmeetion with advanceg
made by the Imperial Government. It has
been stated, for example, that the New Zea-
lan@ Government have received a free
grant amounting, I think, to £150 for
each man landing there. I have not made
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inquiries to ascertain if that is correct, but
the Lieader of the House will have the means
to secure the necessary information. It is also
stated that New South Wales has Teceived
money on mnch more favourable terms.
hTI;c Minister for Education: Who has said
that

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 have heard it
stated. I would like inquiries to be made,
for that statement may be wrong. I am
simply asking for information. Should such
prove to be the case, T am sure the Premier
will see that his scheme is amended so that
Western Australia may be placed on the same
favourable basis as other countries. Onr the
question of organisation, Mr., Rose alluded
to Kendenup where an admirable scheme
wag established by Mr. De Garis. During
the recess I vigited Eendenup and I was more
than favourably impressed with the concep-
tion of the scheme. It struck me as being
a scheme that might well be applied as an

" object-lesson in connection with group set-

tlement. I went to Kendenup unannounced,
arriving in the early morning. I was given
every facility to make inquiries while at
Kendenup, and I was able to see the settlers
and to interview them. I was struek by the
very enthusiastic tone prevailing amongst
them and the boundless hope they had for the
future,

Hom. J. Cornell: They are a good type of
men.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I was very much
impressed with the type of Bettlers I came
across, It was astonishing, having regard te
the conditions prevailing there, that these
men should be possessed of that great hope.
It would be disastrous to this State if we
were to allow these settlers to sink. We
ghould give them every possible encourage-
ment and help. I was greatly impressed hy
one feature. There wag taken away from
each producer all that care and responsi-
bility which faces the ordinary man partiei-
pating in a group settlement scheme, in see-
ing to the marketing of his prodnce and,
at the same time, being left dependent on the
markets of the day for a retorn for his
labour. I have no knowledge as to the fin-
ances of the scheme, I am not interested,
nor am J concerned in the scheme in any
way. I understand that the secttlers have
been pguaranteed a certain amount per ton
for all the goods they produce. Everything
they produce is brought by them to the
dehydrator. According to the class of article,
they are credited or paid a certain amount
for the goods they leave there.

The PRESIDENT: I did not catch what

you aaid. Did you say they were credited
or paid?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T am not sure
which it is. They are either credited or

paid for those goods. T was surprised to
find the results achicved by the settlers. It
was really astonishing. The settlers were
quite willing to give me particulars, to show
their returns, after a residence of practically
only one year in the place. In my opinion,
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the success of the scheme is centred "in one
thing. I refer te the dehydrator. On the
way back from Eendenup, I trayelled part of
the way with two representatives from Java
who were in Western Avstralia some months
ago. I learnt from them that they were
greatly impressed with the possibility of
marketing produce such a3 eame from
the dehydrator at Kendenup. I was informed
by the acting administrator at Kendenup that
they were assured, owing to the quality of the
goods they could turn out, of an unlimited
market, and that they were able to dispose
of every ton of goods produced. That ap-
plies not only throughout Australia, but the
goods can be carried into the Far East and
disposed of there. The Kendenup people were
told by the representatives from Java, who
noticed that the goods were being packed in
wooden boxes, that it would be useless to
export the goods in that fashion to Java. I
wag told by the acting administrator that they
were overcoming that difieulty and packing
the goods in hermetically sealed tims. The
opinicn was expressed by the visitors from
Java that the goods sent forward packed
in that way would find a ready market avatl-
able amongst the teeming millions in the
Far East, Those people are crying out for
the goods we can produce and we have plenty
of land available to grow the stuff, If we are
to leave the 6,000 settlers, who are to be
brought to Western Australia, to be depend-
ent simply upom the open market, leaving
them the responsibility of placing their own
goods on the market, I am afraid there will
be a great many failures amongst them.

Members: Hear, hear.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We must give them
that support which De Garis has given his
settlers at Kendenup. If we establish dehy-
drators, and encourage the new settlers to
grow such crops as can be grewn all in one
season, -those people will be enabled to make
their lands practically productive almost from
the beginning.

Hon. G. W, Miles: You want the Govern-
ment to establish dehydrators?

Hon. J. NICHOLBON: Yes, to assist.

Hon. . W, Miles: Another trading con-
cern!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would not be a
trading concern in the ordinary semse.

Hon. E. Rose: Co-operation.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON : Yes, and it would be
an adjunct to settlement. State sawmillg, and
Qtate brickworks are not neeessarily adjuncts
to settlement.

The Minister for Edncation:
freezerst

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tt wholly depends
on circumstances. Freezers have been estab-
lished in variong places, but I do say that, as
an adjunet to the settlement of people
on their holdings in groups, it is neces-
sary, in order to secure their success, to see
that thev are able to get their produce to
market. and have it dealt with in a proper
way. Suppose these men grow ordinary root

What about
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crops whieh are capable of being grown in
$he south-western districts, where it is pos-
sible to get two or three crops per annum,
if the settlers are left to send their goods
merely to the open market in Perth, what
chance have they of disposing of them?

Hon. J. Cornell. Simper will get most of
them.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: What chance would
they have of making any profit out of their
holdings? I have an instance before me of
what took place at Piesse’s Brook, where
a number of men, thinking that they might
add to the chances of their success by grow-
ing vegetables, sent their produce to the open
market and received a refurn of something
like 1s. for great bags of eabbages and eauli-
flowers.

The PRESIDENT: Do I understand that
the hon. member’s remarks relating to Ken-
denup will be connected with the Premier’s
immigration scheme?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T have quoted
Kendenup as an instance of what ought to be
done in comnection with some of -the group
settlements. It is proposed to put a large
number of the 6,000 settlers on group settle-
ment blocks, and in order to emcourage them
to work successfully, it is clearly cur duty to
follow methods which have proved so success-
ful at Eendenup. In a scheme of the nature
outlined to us by the Premier, there are many
points which require consideration, and I
shall be interested to hear the explanations
of the Leader of the House as to the manner
in which the details are to be carried out.
Probably he will tell us that there will be
an efficient board appointed to assist those
settlers, and that various means will be
adapted to help them in other direetions.
Whilst the greatest enthuginsm has been
aroused over the subject of immigration, one
recognises that in a measure it temporarily
overshadows that still more wvital subjeet,
finance, The two, no doubt, are largely in-
termingled, and I cannot pass the subject
without expressing my regret at the increased
deficit and the ahsence of any explanation in
the Spcech ag to how the Government propose
to rectify the position.

Hon. ¥, A, Baglin: Cannot your optimism
make vou forget the deficitd

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T cannot forget it.
T realise that the two are very closely con-
nected, and if our finances are not to be put
straight, then we shall bring the settlers here
to a place which is loaded with debt, and the
nosition of whieh is not as sound as we would
like it to be. Tt is true that in the second
last paragraph of the Speech it is set out
that it is the intention to devote the work of
Parliament chiefly to the question of finance
and development, and that there are certain
legislative matters urgently requiring atten-
tion. Not one word is said as to how the
deficit is poing to he checked. That is what
T want to see, and it is what I would like the
Leader to explain. T agree with Mr. Rose
and other members who Thave spoken,
that there fs grave need for rendering
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assistance to the Premier. Undoubtedly
Sir James Mitchell is over-burdened with
the cares of responsible offices. The work
which must devolve upon him in connection
with the immigration scheme alone is suffi-
cient for ome man.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: did
attempt too much,

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: In addition, may
it not alse be said that the cares devolving
on the Premier as Treasurer are enough
for one man without Lis having to under.
take others. In counection with the ordin.
ary business ailairs of a compauy, or cven
those of a private firm, one finds that there
is no subjeet which gives greater councern
than that of finance,

Jlon. J. Corneli:
finances are limited.

Hon. .J. NTCHOLSOX: Preeisely,

Hon. J, Cornell: The State's finances are
not,

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN : TIf the Govern-
ment do not cheeck the drift, it means that
there will be added burdens placed on the
egmmunity in the shape of further taxa-
tion. T hope some means will be devised
to arrest the backward flow. I know that
the Leader will point out the manuer in
which the deficit has increased, but at the
same time the duty devolves npon the Gov-
ernment to meet the circumstances as they
arise, and io prevent as far as possible the
backwash - continuing. On a previous ocea-
sion I offered a supgestion with regard
to the serious position of our finances and
the growth of the defieit. This suggestion
was that the matter should be investigated
by a board of competent experts. Ar.
Kirwan last vear moved a motion in that
direction and T hepe the Leader will give
consideration to the matter. e must
recognise that it would he in the interesis
of the country to get the benefit of expert
advice in connection with our finances,

Hon, F. A, Baglin: Are not the Govern-
ment competent to do that?

Hen. J, NTCHOLSON : The trouble is
present and the Government do not scem to
be able to stem it

Hon. J. Corncll: The trouble is to get the
(tovernment to make a rommencement.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: Xothing has been
done to stop the drift. We want to reach
that stage when there will be no deficit. I
offer this suggestion, too, that in connece-
tion with our financial pesition certain trad-
ing voncerns are responsible in a wmeasure for
the deficit, and shoukl be disposed of.

Hon, G. W._ Miles: Hear, hear!

Hou. F. A. Baglin: Some are showing a
pretty good profit.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I do not eare
whether they are showing a good profit or
not,

Hon. ¥, A. Baglin: The deficit would
have been greater but for the trading comn-
cerns. ‘

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: When I speak of
the Stete trading concerns, I refer to those
which are not part and parcel of the scheme

He always

That is when the
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of seftlement such as that which has been
alluded to. Unhesitatingly I say that the
State trading concerns are the worst
advertisement the State can have.

Ilon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They prevent the
investment of private capital in the State,

Hon. ¥, H. Harris: And you asked for a
State dehydrator!

Hon, J. NICHOLBON: That is a totally
different thing. I am prepared to stand by
what I said about the dehydrator.

Toun. E. Rose: Co-operation.

Hon. ¥, A, Baglin: In the absence of co-
operation, what will you doy

Han, J, NICHOLSQN: It will be for the
Goveruient te say what ¢can be done, DBut
it ig clenrly necessary to do something to
assist in establishing a dehydrator. The
State trading concerns which are in  com-
petition with established industries, T re-
peat, are the worst advertisement the State
can have,

Hon. C, Tt Baxter: It is not the funetion
of a Government to run trading concerns.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That is guite true.
It is the function of Governments to govern
and not to trade, We also have this posi-
tion. that by earrying on the trading
conecrns we are preventing other people
from embarking on enterprises in the
State, If we ecould induece private
enterprise to invest capital in the State,
we should take every opportunity of
doing so because, at the same time, we
arc  encouraging population and  help-
ing forward the settlement of the country.
The preater the population we have, the less
will be the amount of our indebtedness per
head. Tf we are retarding the expansion of
judustrial concerns amongst private people,
we are retardirg the progress of the State.
A further objrction regularly advanced is that
State trading concerns occupy a favoured
position. They pay no taxes, and when ten
ders are called for any work, the Gavernmeni
stipulate that certain articles shall be pur
chased from State trading conecerns. That it
not only unfair but is sufficient to drive in-
dustries ont of the country.

Hou. T, A, Baglin: Would you sell the
railways, too?

Hon. J. XTCHOLBON: The railways come
in a different category and consideratior
may dictate the adoeption of a differenl
course, Some little time ago the Minister
for Works and Railways in New South Wales
Sir Thomas Henley, said emphatically thai
after his experience, State trading concern:
should be abolished, even when they were
paying.

Hon, G. W. Miles: The Federal Treasural
saifl praetically the same thing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We recognise tha
the industrial world is still unsettled. T
ever there was need for industrial peace, tha
time is the present.

Hon. F. A, Baglin: Cease the campaigi
for wage reduction and you will get indus
trial peace.
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Hon. J. Corunell: Has there ever been in-
dustrial peace?

Hon. J. XICHOLSOX: I have no intention
of raising a contentions debate. Many
leaders of the Iabour Party recognise the
economic position, and show a desire to bring
ahout an amicable scttlement of disputes.
TUnfortunately, their efforts are not always
atlended with success.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: There has been no
reciproeity on the pari of employers.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: I would not say
that. When men strike in defiance of the
Arbitration Court, as in the case of the pre-
sent strike in Perth, it makes one doubt
whether the Arbitration Court is of much
wse. I regret that this institution iz not
availed of more than it is. The Government
have appealed to the producer to keep on pro-
ducing and to increase the production, but
what has the producer to face? He has to
face the go-slow policy which has heen an-
nouneed so widely——

Hon. F. A, Baplin: That is a bogey.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What encouragement
have the Government given the producer?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: He has to face
strikes; he may have to face heavy taxes to
meet the deficit; he has to face increased
railway freights. The go-slow policy indicates
A wrong economic conception on the part of
those eoncerned. Tf the go-slow poliey be
carried out:

Hon. F. A, Baglin interjected.

The PRESIDENT: T ask the hon. member
not to interrupt so frequently.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the go-slow
policy be carried out, we shall find ourselves
n a very serious position. One of the most
distinguished leaders of the Labour Party
in the Old Conntry, Mr. Clynes, M.P., said
it was the poor who suffered by under-pro-
duction, and searcity was a real friend of
the profiteer; under-prodnction afforded no
protection to the worker. Does not this sug-
gest the necessity for imparting in our schools
and elsewhere some instruction on economies?
If greater imstruction were given on this
snbject we would have fewer strikes and a
better understanding would prevail between
employer and employce. Tt is one of the
things which will tend to suceess more’ than
anything clse, and T sincerely hope that some
better knowledge and understanding will be
arrived at cre long. The apprenticeship ques-
tion has an important bearing on the ad-
vancement of our State. This question has
been brought foreibly before me on various
occasions, because industries are being ham-
pered through a deficiency of qualified
men. Tf the State is to progress,
we must see that the future generation
of workers are qualified. Under the arbitra.
tion awards and agreements the number of
apprentices is limited to the number of
journeymen employed, and I doubt whether
that prineiple is sound. T know of several
instances in which it hes caused great hard-
ship. The ‘‘Industrial Australian and Min-
ing Standard?’ of the 17th Anpgust contaims
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an artiele whieh impressed me greatiy. It
reads—

Mr. James XNangle, Superintendent of
Technical Education in New South Wales,
speke on ‘‘the problem of apprentice-
ship’’ at the Paddington Town Hall re-
cently. The time has come when serious
eonsideration will have to he given to the
important question  of  apprenticeship.
Many trades are being starved of skilled men
becanse of the restrictions placed on the
number of apprentices which may be em-
ployed to each tradesman. The ‘‘closed
shop’’ and wnion tyranny are mainly re-
sponsible for the present position. Mr.
Nangle, in the course of his lecture, said
that the system of apprenticeship, which
was at its best in the days of Flizaheth,
bad been interfered with when machinery
was intkoduced and factories came into
vogue. This meant that the individual
employer who took an apprentice and who
worked by hand was able to give a per-
sonal and technical training. Machinery
and the factory system, however, made
this system impossible, Many attempis
to revive the system had beem made, but
as & general rule they had failed. Aus-
tralin and other new countries differed
very much from the old world centres
where manufaeturing, and eonsequently
apecialisation, had to be carried on. Where
speeialisation was in vogue, operatives,
rather than good all-round tradeamen,
wore required. As 2 result, in thiekly
populated covntries it was diffienlt to carry
on a system of apprenticeship such as ob-
tained when the guilds flourigshed in Elizn-
heth’s time. Australia, however, required
good all-round ecraftsmen. Here, special-
isation would not be needed for at least
a generation. It seemed, therefore, that
we should revive apprenticeship, and we
must do so if we were to secure that train-
ing which the men who were to become the
tradesmen of Australia needed. Mr.
Nangle proposed as remedies (I) a proper
allocation of the numbers of apprentices
to be taken annually into each trade or
ealling; (2) gystematic selection of boys
and girls for suitable callings, thus pre-
venting the Jdanger of niisfits and securing
to & boy or girl an employer who wonld
provide a satiafaetory apprenticeship; (3)
the organisation of boys and girls into ap-
prenticcship with snitable employers; (4)
the control of apprentices in order to se-
rure cffective service to employers; (5)
«pntrol aiming at securing proper training
of apprentices by cmployers; (6) organ-
ised training which should consist of two
parts, (a) workshop treining with the em-
ployer and (b) supplementary techmical
education in trade schools. The control,
he naid, nnquestionably should be exer-
cised by the Eduweation Department. At
present the interests of the boy were sub-
servient to industrial disputes between em-
ployer and employee, and the boy was not
enfrancised nntil he was 21 years of age.
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[ pring this matter before the House in order
that it may receive further eonsideration. I
hope further comsideration will be given by
the Government not only to advaneing our
primary industries by settling the land,
but also to advancing and encouraging
our sccondary industries. The two must go
hand in band. As I had occasion to say the
other day, we must recognise the fact that
there are many men coming ont to this State,
and even in this State at present, who are
not fitted for going on the lJand, but these
same men might be most useful as operatives
in factories or as workmen in other spheres,
I hope it will be reeognised that the develop-
ment of our primary and secondary indus-
tries must go hand in hand. Tt is our duty
to advance hoth, hecause we can never be a
self-contained or self-supporting State unless
we have hoth primary and secondary indus-
tries flourishing, Subjeet to what I have
said on certain points, T snppert the motion
far the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. G, W, Miles, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

COUNTRY PARTY LEADERSHIP,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H, K. Maley—Greenough) [4.35):
With your permigsion, Sir, I should like to
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inform the House that following upon the re-
siguation of the member for Avon (Mr. Harri-
son) and the member for Katanniag (M.
A. Thomson) as Leader and Deputy Leader
tespectively of the Country Party, that party
has appointed me as Leader and the member
for York (Mr. Latham) as Deputy Loader,

LEAVE OF ABSEXCE,

On motion by Mr, Lathain, leave of absenee
for two wecks granted to the member for
Beverley (Mr. Broun) on the ground of ill-
health.

SWEARING-IN OF NEW MINISTER.

My, SPEAKER: 1 have received the re-
turn of the writ for the by-election of the
Swan electorate. It appears from the en-
dorsement thereon that the Hon. Richard
Stanley Sampson has been returned unop-
posed. T am now prepared to swear in the
hon. member. :

The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) 2e-
cordingly took and subseribed the oath, and
signed the roll.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Mining Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.
2, Pensioners’ Rates Exemption.
Introduced by Capt. Carter.

PAPERS—MINING ACCIDENT, GOLDEN
HORSESHOE.

On motion by Hon, P. Collier ordered—
‘‘That all papers relating to the fatal acei-
dent which ocenrred on the Golden Horseshos
Estates mine, Boulder, on the 6th December,
1921, be laid upon the Table of the House.”’

PAPERS-—OQIL LEASES, WORK DONE,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered ¢ That
all reports made to the Minister for Mines
in accordance with the provisions of the Min-
ing Act Amendment Act, 1020, relating to
work done by persons licensed to prospect for
mineral oil be laid upon thke Table.’’

MOTION—RETURNED SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

To inguire by Boyal Commission.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [4.40]: I move—

That in the opinion of this Houss, it is
desirable that a Royal Gommission should be
appointed to go into all phases of the ‘‘land
settlement policy’’ in regard to repatriated
soldiers of the ALF. who are now strug-
gling under adverse circumstances and must



