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the clause is going to affect the rights of
parties in those eases.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result-

Ayes . .- . .. 12
Noes -- .. . .. 14

Majority against .. 2

Angwlo
Chess.
Collier
Corboy
Heron
Johnston
Lutey

Mir. Angelo
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Duraek
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. H. St. Maley
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money

AYES,
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Walker
MAr. Wilicock
Air' Wilson
'Ar. Munaee

Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Scedclaa
Mr, Stubbs
Mr. Underwood
Air. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Minister for Justice to repre-

sent Attorney General:
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This clause is

merely a duplication of clauses 2 and .3 and
there is no necessity for it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I agree with the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantlc. I fail to see
any distinction between it and Clauses 2
and 3.

The Minister for Mines: The one time At-
torney General drafted it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I presume it was
drafted by a legal gentleman. There is not
the slightest power granted by this clause
which is not already provided for.

The PRE-MIER: I promised to report pro-
gress before dealing with Clause 6. 1 am
prepared to report progress now.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.2 p.m.

legisative Council,
Thuarsday, 0cia -August, 1902.
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1AGwE

... .. - 492

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pal., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.
Eighth flay.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HOn. E. ROSE (South-West) [4.32]:' In
supporting the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, I join with other members
in tendering to you, Sir, hearty congratula-
tions o" your elevation to the high office of
President. You said it had been your
ambition to attain that honour. As you
have been connected with Parliament for so
many years, we feel perfectly safe in en-
trusting the duties to you. I must express
deep regret at the loss of our former Presi-
dent, Mr. Kingsmill. He was of very great
assistance to this House, anti we shall miss
him greatly. We shall also miss other niem-
bers. who were defeated at the recent election.
I was pleased at being again returned to take
my share of the responsibilities in assisting to
develop this great State, and I thank members
f or their welcome. Two items in the Speech
stand out prominently, those dealing with the
financial position of the State and the immi-
gration policy of the Premier to settle our
vast empty spaces. The success of the second
will go a long way, if not all the way, towards
overtaking the deficit which has been mount-
ing tip for so many ycars. I had hoped that
ere this the Government would have devised
means to cheek the deficit which is now in the
vicinity of six millions of money. This is a
linge amount for so small a population. I
hope the Premier's immigration policy will
prov-e successful, for if it does, I believe we
shall soon overtake the drift, and before mn
years have passed will ho on the road to
prosperity. I agree with the Premier 's group
settlement scheme. In our vast areas there is
room for not 7.5,000, but for 700,000 more
people than we have at present. The area.
of Western Australia is so great that the State
of Vlictoria could be put in the South-West
corner and not be seen- The fact that wre
have a total population of only 340,000 ment,
women and children gives one cause to think.
It is regrettable, so many members have said,
that the Government cannot carry out a land
settlement policy without the risk of running
the State into insolvency. The group settle-
ment sclnme is a first class scheme. T am
pleased that the Premier has introduced it,
mid T pray that it will he the success he hopes
it will, Tn the South-West we have a huge
area of timber and fruit and wbeat-Zrnwing
lands, and thrre as well asi in the northern
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areas as far as Geraldton, the country could
be cut up into smaller blocks and closely
settled. After five or six years the farmers
we settle should be in a fair way to pay the
interest on the money advanced to them and
a small amount by way of sinking fund.
Farmers in the South-West who started on
areas from 30 to 40 acres are doing remark-
ably well, and they did not have the benefit
of the T.A.B. or the Agricultural Bank assist-
onee which is being offered to settlers to-day.
If we get the proper class of immigrant, there
is a great future before Western Australia.
Sonie people ask-' What is the use of plac-
ing more people onl the land when there is no
market for their produce!'' I am supporting
the Minister for Agriculture in his efforts to
increase the production of the State. There
is a market at our doors for the greater part,
if not the whole of the produce we can raise
for some years to come. Eveiy year a sum of
over £2,000,000 is sent out of the State to
purchase products which should and could be
raised in Western Australia. Remembering
this, we must admit that there is an outlet for
all that Cali be produced within the State for
years to come, and when the present market
is overtaken, the requirements of the in-
creased population will be still greater. The
fruit-growing industry of the South-West will
necessitate the opening up of the ports, but
until we have sufficient Produce to ship from
those ports, we cannot expect boats to call
there. We know what tile Bridgetown and Mit.
Barker districts are capable of doing
in the 'ray of fruit growing alone;
we know the difficulties confronting our fruit
growers in shipping their fruit frcm Fre-
mantle,.a distance of an extra 120 miles,
in summer time without the advantage of
cool vans. Last year when coming up from
Bridgetown I Saw a special train which
left flunbury at midday on Saturday. The
temperature in Perth that day was 106 and
on the folls3wing day it was 107. Yet that
fruit was kept in the vans for three days
before it was put aboard the boat or into
cool store. What condition could we expect
flat fruit to be in on arrival in England?
The Government should consider the open-
iag uip of Bunbury and other ports in order
to give frait growmers and farmers the ad-
vantage of the natural outlets for their
produce. Eunbury should have a port
capable of accommodating the mail and
other steamers which call for our produce.
When we consider the country for which
Eunb'mry is a natural outlet, extending east
of Lake Grace to Newdegate and east of
Narrogin, and all the South-West, we can
imagine what facilities it will require in
the course of a few years. T am sorry Ar.
Baxter is nt in his seat because he spoke
very disparagingly of the South-West. Hle
considered the land was too thickly
timbered and not good enough for the
settlement of a large number of imrui-
grants. Ti be travelled through these dis-
tricts and saw the volume of traffic on thle
railwayes. he would conme to the conclusion
that the South-Wesit was worthy of better

treatment than it has received in the past.
Of all our railways, with the single excep-
tion of the metropolitan lines, none is pay-
ing bettor than those of the South-West.
Traffic on a jot of them is badly congested.
The lines have to be worked day and night
in order to carry the produce. Collie is
producing 500,000 tons of coal per &nnum,
and there is only one line of rails to carry
this coal to the port. Owing to the steep
grades double trains have to he run en that
line. The Government should inquire into
the question of improving the grade or pro-
viding another line so that the coal, wheat
and timber may be expeditiously conveyed
to the port. Regarding the Premier's immi.
giation policy, it has been said that we
should have obtained the loan of £6,000,000
on better terms. When on my election
campaign I expressed the opinion that the
Premier, knowing the conditions as he did,
would be able to make out a very good ease
for Western Australia, and that we would
get the requisite money at a resonable
figure, if not free of interest for a few
years. I pointed out that the British Gov-
ennt w ere expending £100,000,000 per
annuml on the unemployed. If the British
Government spent £10,000,000 or £20,000,000
in Western Australia in settling a lot of
their able-bodied men hero, it would be a
better investment than spending ever so
much more merely to feed idle men in their
own country. Of course we cannot see be-
hind the scenes; we do not know what diffi-
culties the Premier experienced, but we
are certain that he exerted all his efforts t-o
get the money on the best terms possible.
I have every confidence that hie did his
utmost for the State. I do not for a
moment say that lie could have done better.
This is the first group settlement scheme
wvhieh hag been placed before either the
Comnowealth Governmient or the British
Gov-ernmient Both those Governments have
taken it Up readily, and consider it the beat
settlement policy yet placed before them.
The Premier, therefore, descrves every
credit for what he has done; and I con-
sider that this House andt another place
should do everything possible to assist him
in carrying nut his policy. I am not a
croaker; I do not believe in running down
Western Australia. I believe in giving tils
country fair play. The sceeme, bowvever,
requires the most careful supervision; and
I do not know that thle Government have
at present the necessary organisation. With
such supervision, however, group settlement
should prove a success. Supervision will
be required not only in the initial hut also
in the later stages. Those of us who have
gene through the mill ourselves know that
in developing our farms we have wasted
much money wvbieh could hare been saved

aby pract ical advice and guidance. I do
not believe in young inexperienced men
being put in charge of group settlements,
nor do I believe in men from Government
offices being sent to take charge of clearing
parties. Such people know nothing about
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the conditions of the work. I thoroughly
believe that after three or four years a
teat many of the settlers, with proper
supervision, will make good. That refers
not only to the Great Southern districtp but
also to the country around Pemnberton,
where I have seen immigrants perfectly
satisfied with their prospects on the land.
They have not been there long enough yet
to produce, but they are very pleased to
think that in time they will have farms of
their own. Those men, however, are not
working eight hours a day; and the Gov-
erment are setting rather a ba example
by placing alongside them men who
work only eight hours. The settlers
themselves are putting in 11 and 12
hours per day. The eight-hours eye-
temn adds to the cost of clearing. Re-
turned soldiers have complained of being
charged for clearing double the amount that
the work would have cost if done by contract.
In the past the Government lacked exper-
ience as regards clearing, but the men in
chare of clearing gangs now have benefited
by experience. I trust that the cost of clear-
ing lanrl for the immigrants will be only
one-half of that for the returned soldiers.
When legislation for the settlement of the
soldiers was passing through this House, Mr.
Ewing and I tried bard to secure the in-
sertion of a provision relieving the soldiers
from the payment of interest f or the first five
years. That is only right, because during
the first fire years a farm will produce very
little, and for that period it takes a man
all he knows to knock out a living w-ithout
paying intereA. Similarly, I consider that
the immigrants should be relieved of interest
payments for the first five years. Mr. Love-
kin said that the British Government were,
in effect, paying only £E8 per head for the
bringing out of the immigrants; this pay-
36ent being madie in the shape of the 2 per

6n.interest. The cost is very lowr, and, with
compound interest added, it might be put on
to the price of the properties after five years.
In any ease, it would not amount to very
much. 'In my opinion the soldiers would be
ninch more contented if they knew that they
were to be free of interest for five years.
'What the intentions of the Government are
ini this respect I do not know, but I strongly
urge the Government uot to demand payment
of interest during the first five -years. In the
case of the immigrants there should be proper
supervision to prevent money advanced to
thiem being spent foolishly. That money
should be devoted to the purchase of stock
in a rheap market, and to the permranent im-
provemient of the p~roperties. I know of
forms in the South-West on which the Go-
erment hare advanced mioney, and which, for
the want of advice and supervision, have not
been. improved as they, should be; and the
owners. of those farms are talking of throw-
ing thema tip. In connection with the settle-
rrent of immigrants the Government will have
to go in for a comprehensive drainage scheme,
because without drainage a great part of the
South-West is useless, Good roads also are

necessary to enable the immigrants to cart
their produce to the railways. It is poor
management on the part of the Government
to ask settlers to battle aloag without roads
and w ithout drainage. There hase been some
dscussion as to why so many of our im-

migrants have left Western Australia for
the Eastern States. I would suggest that
the Government should pay some attention
to the comtifort of the womenfolk in the coun-
try, so that farming may be made attractive
not only to the man hut to the wife also,
The women have much to put up with on
farms. Every possible convenience should
be given them in their dwelling-houses, so
that they may be enabled to take pride ia
their homes. They should have wash-houses
and stoves for cooking, so that they would
not he compelled to go out in all sorts of
weather to do their work. Country centres
should be connected by telephone, and should
have every convenience in the way of reg-
ular mails. Those of us who liars had to
battle along in the North-West and the back
country know perfectly well what "'roughing
it" means. You, Mr. President, have done
your share of it, as also have other members
of this Chamber. We know what we had to
contend with in years gone by. I, for my
part, would be sorry to think that my chil-
dren had to rough jt as I have done in the
past. Along our coast right from Fremantle
there are thousands upon thousands of acres
of land which has been condemned by some
people, but which the developments on the
Peel estate hare proved to be excellent Land.
That country right round to Albany, when
opened up with railways for *the conveyance
of produce to market, and served by compre-
hensive drainage schemes, will afford room
for thousands of settlers, who will he able
to make a good liv*ing., I trust that this
session the Closer S;ettlement Bill will be
carried, for we have along our existing rail-
ways tn-day thousands of acres of unused
land. No doubt the bwners will sell that
land, but at what price? The values they
put on that land for taxation purposes and
the sale prices they ask are altogether differ-
ent matters. Somec holders wrill not sell at
anything like a reasonable figure, saying,
"We want to stick to that land -for our
families in years to comle.''

H-on. J. Duffell: What do you say is a
reasonable figure?

Hon. E. ROSE: It depends on the class
of land and the situation. For anyone in
this Rouse it is impossible to say whethar
the value of certain land is £10 per acre or
i0s, per acre. Take our coastal lands, of
whichi I have valued a great deal at 10s.
per acre for road board rating. With a
drainage scheme and with a railway, a lot
of this land would be worth from £10 to £20
per acre, because it will produce anything.
It is highly suitable .for dairying and for
mixed farming.

Hon. J. Duffel] Is not that mostly sandy
country?

Hlon. E. ROSE: No, it is along the coast,
and it must hare railway facilities. Look at
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what has been done on the Peel estate, and
remember that the same class of country
exists right along the coast. In the case of
the back country the settlers have to pay
enormious railway freights. The land along
the coast is not only well worth opening up
for agricultural purposes, but also for the
sake of the timber it carries. Between here
and Bunbury, and Bunbury and Busselton,
there are stretches of very fine tuart. That
tuart country should be reserved, and the
timber should be looked after. All the ma-
ture timber should be taken almost at once,
because if left too long it becomes useless.
'The tuart country should be conserved for
railway purposes, and railway purposes alone,
because tuart is the finest timber we have in
Western Australia for undercarriages of roll-
ing stock. That has been proved. If a line
were run around the coast, that would help
to make the rest of our railway system pay.
Of course, we cannot hope to make new lines
pay from the jump. H1owever, all the south-
western lines are paying, and paying hand-
somely. By the time we settle the land down
there we shall require, not two trains a day as
at present, but three or foulr. Moreover, it will
be necessary to duplicate the line from Perth
to Bunbury. That being so, why should not
the duplication run along the coast, instea
of beside the existing line? It is the inten-
tion of the Premier to open up the country
through Pemberton and round to Denmark.
There we have the finest forest in the world.
The Premier knows the country well, and I
am sure that if be can but carry out his
policy he will have the timber down there Con-
served. In many parts of the country, where
settlement is proceeding, it would be wise ifE
the Government were to arrange for ring-
barking ahead of clearing, and so save both
time and money to the settler. Down towerds
Nannup the country ring-barked a few years
ago is now practically clear on the hillsides
and growing the finest of clover. Of course,
that country will grow anything. At the Man-
jimup show every year there are to be seen
magnificent English grasses and fodders, the
finest in the State. The country there is
more like Gippaland than any other place I
have seen. Gippsland, we know, is one of the
finest agricultural and dairying districts in
the Commonwealth. Yet it is only what the
South-West will be in a few years time. In-
stead of having two or three butter factories
there, as we have to-day, there should be eight
or ten. I for one hope to see the day when we
shall be exporting butter. The dairying in-
dustry, it mnat be remembered, was the sal-
vation of Victoria which, not many years ago,
was almost in a state of insolvency. I have
great confidence in the South-West, for I
know it to be one of the richest and most
fertile districts in Australia. Of course, we
require population. To populate Australiawill prove to be the cheapest method of de-
fence. With our 12,000 miles of coast line, it
is not practicable to rely upon the defence
of navies. We must populate the Common-

wealth from north to south and from east to
wrest. Western Australia can carry a huge
population, not only in the South-West, bat
in the North. 'Until such time as we have
that population, we are in grave danger of
outside powers attempting to come in. I hope
very, careful supervision will be exercised in
the selection of immigrants to come out here
from the Old Country. We require only
strong healthy mn and women willing to go
on the land. I have heard of a few exchanges
of passports and names, to the advantage of
those who were not able to pass the doctor.
We require to be most careful to see that this
sort of thing does not continue. In the South-
West we have many thousands of acres of
beautiful timber country. A lot of that tim-
ber is over-matured. In many parts of the
forest one can find dry rot in the over-
matured trees, nil of which, or so many of
them as are marketable, ought to be cut out
and put to use. I hope the Busselton-Mar-
garet River railway will be completed as
quickly as possible. Now that the rails be-
tween Bridgetown and Pemberton are being
taken up, it would be a good idea to run theta
down to Busselton for despatch to
Esperance, instead of sending rails from
North am via Albany to Esperance, as
they are doing. Mr. Sanderson said
the other lay that there was no co-
ordination between the departments. I
agree with that. The Railway Department
and the Works Department certainly do not
pull together as they should. When we want
any material for our roads those departments,
instead of assisting us, try to get the last
ounce of flesh. Only recently have we been
able to comic to terms with the Railway De-
partment for a supply of gravel at a reason-
able figure. I should like to see the trading
concerns disposed of as soon as possible. We
hear it said that the State sawmills have been
showing good profits during the last 12 or
18 months. So they should do, at the price
they are charging for timber. The other
day my attention was drawn to the high
school in course of construction at Bunbury.
The contractor explained that he is bound to
take his timber from the State sawmills at
the maximum price. The same thing applies
to all materials used on Government
buildings, In my view a contractor
should be allowed to decide for him-
self where he shall purchase his timber.
I am pleased that the Government are
going in for a housing scheme and
talk of building 1,000 cottages in country
districts. The plans I have seen are very
suitable, and I hope the Government will put
the scheme into operation as soon as possible.
Outlying towns in country districts are very
short of houses. We must have more buildings
and if, as they say, the Government can pro-
vide the cottages at a cost of £155 'o'r.,
those cottages should be erected a-s quickly as
possible. Once the local demand for our pro-
duce is overtaken, it will be necessary for the
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Government to assist co-operative societies in
starting dehydrators for the preservation of
our f ruit and other produce. Mr. De Garis is
on the right track with the dehydrator and
the guaranteed price, although I am not sure
that his prices are right. However, the Gov-
erment will have to assist co-operative con-
cerns in starting dehydratorm, because it
means the provision of an illimitable market,
not only for dried fruits, but also for veget-
ables. T hope every member will agree to
assist the Premier in his immigration policy.
We are returned to Parliament, not merely to
reprevent our own little electorates, but to re-
present also the whole of the State, and so,' as
I say, we should assist the Government in
every way possible.

lRon. .1. Cornell:; Conditionally on our
knowing what they are doing.

lHon. E. ROSE: I am pleased to know
that the 'Minister for Education is desirous
of starting an agricultural college. I have
been advocating this for years past. We
should hove our own college, instead ot
sending our boys to the Eastern Stales.

Hon. J. Nicholson ; Where would you
put it.,

Hion. E. ROSE: I dto not care, so long
as w'e have such a college for the
-training of our boys. Of course, the
South-West is where the greatest settle-
menit is going to be, and so I think the
colleg .e should be there. Our boys go East
to attend agricultural colleges, and on their
return to Western Australia they bare to
set about learning the local conditions. West-
ern Australian boys hare been particularly
successful in the agricultural college of
South Australia. Young Johnson, of Bun-
bury, was the top boy over there.

Thie Minister for Education: There are 14
of our boys there now.

H~on. E. ROSE: Consider how many there
would be at our own agricultural college!
Very few of us can afford to send our boys
East to study agriculture. I hope it will not
he long before we have an agrieultural col-
lege in Western Australia. I an, very pleased
to know that the 'Minister for Education is
establishing high schools in the outer centres.
I will gladly support the Minister in his en-
deavours to institute higher education Jhrough-
out the State. Our boys and girls have to
be educated in centres away from the city.
We do not want them, brought to the city
as has been, the case in the past, where they
become accustomed to city life, to picture
shows, and races, which unfit them for the
co,,ntry life we expect them to follow after
leaving school. The Minister for Education
iq on the right track in establishing these
schools in outside centres. Western Australia
requires very careful maniaement. It is a
huge Stlate and a grand heritage. To-day we
have six Ministers doiing what should be the
work of eight. They are over-burdened.
They bare too much upon their shoulders.

Hun. G. W. Miles: Are they not getting
rid of the trading concerns!

Hon. E. ROSE: We have heard that for
many years past. The Premier has many
different departments to look after, in which
there are many clerks and different officers
upon whom he cannot possibly keep his eye.
Hie has too much to do, and there should be
someone to take some of the responsibility
off his shoulders. In his group settlement
policy and laud settlement policy he has av
much work as one man can cope with, without
having in addition the Treasury and the
Lands Department to see to. There is room
for two more Ministers. I am sorry the
Government have not app~ointed two Honor-
ary M.%iisters to assist them as they had two
years ago. If they do not appoint Honorary
Ministers they should have the Constitution
amended so that two paid Ministers may be
appointed. The gentlemen who occupy thee
portfolios give up nearly thewhole of their
time to the wvork, and they are entitled to
come in on the same footing as other Minis-
ters. I hope members of this Chamber will
assist the Government in every way they
can. T do not like to see so much croaking
in thle House. We should know what our
laud is capable of doing and what our coun-
try is worth, and should not be decrying our
country and running down the administra-
tion. I have every confidence in Western
Australia. It is God's own country which
can be made prosperous and will be made
prosperous under proper supervision.

Hon. J. NICHOtSON (Metropolitan)
[5.18: There are very few points left for
me to touch upon which bare not been al-
ready' dealt with fully by other members.
There is one subject, however, in which we
are all interested. I join with other mem-
bers in extending to you, Sir, my hearty con-
gratulations on the appointment you have
secured. I trust the position which you hold
to-dlay, you will be enabled as the years go
on to continue to bold, with the same vigour
you hare displayed in the many other public
offices you have occupied. I also desire to
welcome amongst us the new members. With
the advent of new members one feels regret
that there have been, displaced other mamn-
hers we used to see amongst us, and whom
we learned probably to respect from many
points of view, although we might have dlif-
fereal from then, on political grounds. These
regrets are also accentuated by the fact that
we have lost your predecessor, one who had
won the esteem nd high regard of every
ienier of the House. There can be ex-
pressed nothing but regret that wre should
have lost the services of one so capable as
Mr. Kiniesmill. The Speeh contains a matter
of outstanding importance, namely, immigra-
tion. We all desire to see that policy brought
to a successful issue. We are blessed with a
Premier of unbounded patriotism, a man who
is possesed of the utmost enthusiasm in con-
nection with the development of this State,
and who is drsirous of doing his best, and
seeing that others do likewise to advance the
interests of Western Australia. Although
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some mnay offer adverse criticism regarding
this policy, I do not think any one of us
wishes to throw a damper upon that enthu-
siasm. There is an honest and sincere wish
in the mind of every member to help the
Premier in that great conception of his in
colnertion with immiigration. Unifortin-
ately, however, we have not been furnished
up to date with those details which we as
ntcmbe -s of the House Might claim we are
entitled to. The information that has been
supplied to us through the Speech must
he fairly regarded as very meagre. I am,
therefore, looking forward with consider-
able anxiety to thle explanations which
no doubt will he furnished by the Leader of
the House upon this important matter. At
present it is difficult to form conclusions as
one would like to do when dealing with this
interesting topic, If a person had before
him a scheme of snch magnitude as this in
any business with which he might be
associated he would naturally ask for
the fullest details, so that he might see
whether the scheme presented the
features that made for success or
whether it was laid down on lines which
would ultimnately result in success. At this
stage I can only offer a few observations. I
would not for a moment think of seeking to
criticise adversely this scheme that has been
propounded. The meagre information placed
before me prevents me from doing so. I
Cannot for a moment conceive that the Pre-
mier or his colleagues would put forward
such a scheme as this if they did not them-
selves believe that they had the machinery
and the organisation for carrying it out.

Hion. F. A. Baglin: Surely members are
entitled to know what the scheme is?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Those are the par-
ticulars for which I am asking.

Hon, F. A. Baglin: Apparently we have
given them a blank cheque.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We have no offi-
cial details before us. Things have been
stated in the Press, but these items of infor-
mation supplied to us by this back channel
do not bear the official hall-mark which is
essential to enable us to form our own con-
elusions. I am not offering these observa-
tions in anything but a friendly spirit.

The PRESIDENT:- Perhaps you dlid not
hear 'Mr. Ewing's speech; he explained the
whole matter.

Hon. J- NICHOLSON: But he is not a
member of the Mlinistry. I am awaiting
with some degree of pleasure the explana-
tions which will be furnished by the Leader
of the House as a member of the -Ministry.
It is explained in the Speech that the money
-raised w-ill be in the following directions:-

(1) To strengthen the funds of the
Agrienltfln Bank in order that improve-
ments-chiefly in the direction of clearing,
fencing, and dam sinking-may be put in
hand by existing holders to enable them to
double "the present production of wheat
and tu lariroly increase the stock-carrying
capacity of their farms.

(2) To llio'lidt for thle housing of peole1
in country ton-n and districts.

(3) To settle six thousand additional
people on thle land-helyt[ in the South-
west portion of the State-to bring their
holings to a productive stage by clearing,
drainge, fencing ani housing, anti to pro-
vide railways, roads, nd other favilities
to enable thein to market their products.

] assumle that 6i,000 additional people mean
0,000 nadditional settlers. I think I can sliow
that the work done in paragraph (3) will ab-
sorb the whole of the £6,000,0010 without
leaving anything for the work entaileid under
thle preceding paragraphis. I ami supported
in that by further information that is sup-
plied in thle speech, which says that thle
average eoniaitment-this is dealing with
soldiers settlement-pier soldier is £1,126.
In one paragraph it is set out that
the total registrationS to date aiont to
7,288, and of these, 4,547 have been granted
advances. We6 may take it that the 4,547
have received an average of £1,126 each to
place them in settlemnt. An expenditure of
£5,181,629 has been absorbed in the settle-
meat of 4,547 soldiers. It can thus ho seen
thait if we spend at the rate of
£1,000 on each of thie 6,000 settlers it is pro-
posed to place on the land under the inmi-
gration scheme we shall absorb the whole
of the £6,000,000 without applying any
portion of that money to any of the other
objects which have been mentioned.

Hun. G. W. Miles: Is not that money for
repurchased estates? Are not these settlers
to be put on Crown lands?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not not know
where they propose to put these men.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Why not put the
soldiers on Crown landsi

Rion. J. NICHOLSON: A lot of them
have been placed on Crown landls. Certain
estates, of course, have been repurchased.
Assuming, however, that not a single estate
is -repnrchased, I claim that mnen cannot be
settled in the South-West for less thtan
£1,000. The Leader of the House will agree
with me that a settler in that part of the
State will require that amount if he is to
be successfully settled. That is to ay, it
will take that amount, unless the settler is
to be placed onl a small holding such as 20
acres to be devoted to the growing of vines
or something of that nature.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: It costs that amiount
in connection with the group settlement.

Hon. J. XrCHOLSONX: I will be interested
to hear details of this aspect. The Leader
of the House will appreciate the difficulties
confronting hion. members in their task of
following this schemle, without having the
details before us.

The Mlinister for Edlucation: The Gover-
nor's Speech sets out that the details will be
submitted to Parliament.

Hon. .1. NXICHOLSON:- Until we "et those
details, one( is at a loF.s to know where be
stands. While nff-r- i these observations. I
do so in no hostile spirit-far from it. "My
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desire is to assist the Premier, and I hope
it will be possible for me to do so to the
fullest extent. I -would like to do so. In
common with other members, I would like
some explanation as to the organisation.
For example, we want to know something
about the arrangements in the Old Country
regarding the selection of settlers and the
placing of those men when they arrive here.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Do you think the Gov-
erment. have any organisation?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON.- That is what I
want to know. it is a vastly important fea-
ture. From my experience in connection with
the Red Cross Society, I kcnow that a great
many men have come to Western Australia
who are not suitable as settlers on the land.
We have assisted a large number of these
men and I know they are not fitted for the
work they are expected to undertake in con.
nectionwithi land settlement. Some of those
men are actually receiving sustenance allow-
ances from the Red Cross Society.

The Minister for Education: Were those
people assisted immigrants or did they come
out on their own initiative?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They came out
under some scheme of settlement propounded
at Home. They were supposed to have been
passed by a medical man at Home.

The Minister for Education: Was that
under a State schemie?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I understand it
was. I can secure fuller particulars later
on. I know we had occasion to write to the
Agent General pointing out tbe seriousness
of the position. I can assure bon. members
that it does involve a serious strain upon
our society's funds. We cannot leave these
people in a destitute condition and we try to
assist them through the Red Crowss ociety
to the fullest extent. We want to know
what organisation there will he and what
methods will he adopted in connection with
the expenditure of money. We want to be
shown that the money will be wisely spent.
Although We are getting the money on what
appear to be favourable terams for a certain
period, we must not lose sight of the fact
that we have to repay that debt. We are
conmmitting ourselves to a serious liability in
connection with this loan of £6,000,000. After
a certain period, we are committed to the
payment of the full interest on that amount.
We want to examine the whole scheme from
a business standpoint and see that it is estab-
lished on such lines that it will prove to he
a auccess and not a failure. We all realise
that success will mean so much to this State,
whereas failure will put the State hack for
many years to come. There is another point
regarding which I should like the Minister
to reply. I would like him to tell us whether
any other countries have received more fav-
ourable terms in concetion with advances
made by the Imperial Government. It has
been stated, for example, that the New Zea-
land Government have received a free
grant amounting, I think to £150 for
each man landing there. I have not made

inquiries to ascertain if that is correct, but
the Leader of the House will have the means
to secure the necessary information. It is also
stated that NeW South Vales has received
money on much more favourable terms&

The Minister for Education: Who has said
that?

Ron. 3. NICHOLSON: I have beard it
stated. I would like inquiries to he made,
for that statement may he wrong. I am
simply asking for information. Should such
prove to be the case, I am sure the Premier
will see that his scheme is amended so that
Western Australia may he plated on the same
favourable basis as other countries. On the
question of organisation, Mr. Rose alludedI
to Kendeaup where an admirable scheme
was established by Mr. Do Garis. During
the recess I visited Ken denup and I was more
then favourably impressed with the concep-
tion of the scheme. It struck me ats being
a scheme that might well be applied as an
object-lesson in connection with group set-
tlement. I went to Kendenup unannounced,
arriving in the early morning. I was given
every facility to make inquiries while at
Kendenup, and I was able to see the settlers
and to interview them. I was struck by the
very enthusiastic tone prevailing amongst
them and the boundless hope they had for the
future.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are a good type of
men.

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: I was very much
impressed with the type of boettlers I came
across. It was astonishing, having regard to
the conditions prevailing there, that these
mein should be possessed of that rent hope.
It would be disastrous to this State if we
were to allow these settlers to sink. We
should give them every possible encourage-
ment and help. I was greatly impressed by
one feature. There was taken away from
each producer all that care and responsi-
bility which faces the ordinary man partici-
pating in a group settlement scheme, in see-
ing to the marketing of his produce and,
at the same'time, being left dependent on the
markets of the day for a return for his
labour. I have no knowledge as to the fin-
ances of the scheme. I nm not interested,
nor am I concerned in the scheme in any
way. I understand that the settlers have
been guaranteed a certain amount per ton
for all the goods they produce. Everything
they produce is brought by them to the
dehydrator. According to the class of article,
they are credited or paid a certain amount
for the goods they leave there.

The PRESIDENT: I did not catch what
you said. Did you say they were creditedl
or paid I

Hon. T. NICHOLSON: I sil not aure
which it is. They are either credited or
paid for those goods. I was surprised to
fid the results achieved by the settlers. It
was really astonishing. The settlers were
quite willing to give me particulars, to show
their returns, after a residence of practicsly
only one year in the place. In my opinion,
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the success of the scheme is centred in one
thing. I refer to the dehydrator. On the
way back from Sendenup, I travelled part of
the way with two representatives from Java
who were in Western Australia some months
ago. I learnt from them that they were
greatly impressed with the possibility of
marketing produce such as came from
the dehydrator at Kendenup. I was informed
by the acting administrator at Kendenup that
they were assured, owing to the quality of the
goods they could turn out, of an unlimited
market, and that they were able to dispose
of every ton of goods produced. That ap-
plies not only throughout Australia, but the
goods can be carried into the Par East and
disposed of there. The Kendenup people were
told by the representatives from Java, who
noticed that the goods were being packed in
wooden boxcs, that it would be useless to
export the goods in that fashion to Java. I
was told by the acting administrator that they
were overcoming that difficulty and packing
the goods in hermetically sealed tins. The
opinion was expressed by the visitors from
Java that the goods sent forward packed
in that way w-ould find a ready market avail-
able amongst the teeming millions in the
Far East. Thoem people arc crying out for
the goods we can produce and we have plenty
of land available to grow the stuff. If we are
to leave the 6,000 settlers, who are to be
brought to Western Australia, to be depend-
ent simply upon the open market, leaving
them the responsibility of placing their own
gd~ods on the market, I am afraid there will
be a. great many failures amongst them.

Members: Hear, hear.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We must give them

that support which De Gauis has given his
settlers at Kendonup. If we establish dehy-
drators, and encourage the new settlers to
grow such crops as can be grown all in one
season, -those people will be enabled to make
their lands practically productive almost from
the beginning.

Hon. Gr. W. Miles: You want the Govern-
ment to establish dehydrators?

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: Yes, to assist.
Hon. G. W. Mites: Another trading con-

cern!
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would not be a

trading concern in the ordinary sense.
Hon. E. Rose: Co-operation.
Ron. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, and it would be

an adjunct to settlement. State sawmills, and
State brickworks are not necessarily adjuncts
to settlement.

The Minister for Education: What about
freezers?

lHon. J1. NICHOLSON: It wholly depends
on circumstance. Freezers have been estab-
lished in various places, but I do ay that, as
an adjunct to the settlement of people
on their holdings in groups, it is neces-
sary, in order to secure their success, to see
that they are able to get their produce to
market, and have it dealt with in a proper
way. Suppose these men grow ordinary root

crops which are capable of being grown in
the south-western districts, where it is pos-
sible to get two or three crops per annum,
if the settlers are left to send their goods
merely to the open market in Perth, what
chance have they of disposing of themt

Hot. J. Cornell. Simper will get most of
them.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: What chance would
they have of making any profit out of their
holdngs? I have an instance before me of
what took place at Piesse 's Brook, where
a number of men, thinking that they might
add to the chances of their success by grow-
ing vegetables, seat their produce to the open
market and received a rethrn of something
like Is. for great bags of cabbages and cauli-
flowers.

The PRESIDENT: Do I understand that
the lion. member's remarks relating to Ken-
denup will be connected with the Premier's
immigration sehemel

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: I have quoted
Kendenup as an instance of what ought to he
done in connection with maone of -the group
settlements. It is proposed to put a large
number of the 6,000 settlers on group settle-
ment blocks, and in order to encourage them
to work successfully, it is clearly our duty to
follow methods which have proved so success-
ful at Kendenup. In a scheme of the nature
outlined to us by the Premier, there are many
points which require consideration, and I
shall be interested to hear the explanations
of the Leader of the House as to the manner
in which the details are to be carried out.
Probably hie will tell us that there will be
an efficient board appointed to assist those
settlers, and that various means will be
adopted to help them in other directions.
Whilst the greatest enthusiasm has been
aroused over the subject of immigration, one
recognises that in a measure it temporarily
overshadows that still more vital subject,
finance. The two, no doubt, are largely in-
termingled, and I cannot pass the subject
without expressing my regret at the increased
deficit and the absence of any explanation in
the Speech as to how the Government propose
to rectify the position.

Hor. V. A. Baglin: Cannot your optimism
make you forget the deficit?

Hon. I. NICHOLSON: T cannot forget it.
I realise that the two are very closely con-
nected, and if our finances are not to be put
straight, then we shall bring the settlers here
to a place which is loaded with debt, and the
Position of which is not as sound as we would
like it to be. It is true that in the second
last paragraph of the Speech it is set out
that it is the intention to devote the work of
Parliament chiefly to the question of finance
and development, and that there are certain
legislative matters urgently requiring atten-
tion. Not one word is said as to how the
deficit is going to be checked. That is what
T want to see, and it is what I would like the
tender to explain. I agree with Mr. Rose
and other members who hare spoken,
that there is grave need for rendering
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assistance to the Premier. Undoubtedly
Sir James Mitchell is over-burdened with
the cares of responsible offices. The work
which must devolv-e upon him in connection
with the immhigration schieme alone is sufl-
cient for one mn.

Ron. C. Ir. Baxter: He always did
attempt too much.

lien. J, NICHOLSON: In addition, may
it not also be said that the cares devolving
on the Premier as Treasurer ore enough
for one man without his baring- to under-
take others, lin connection with the ordin-
ary business affairs of a company, or even
those of a private firm, one finds that there
is no subject which gives greater concern
than that of finance.

H~on. .1. Cornell . That is when the
finances are limited.

Hon. .X. XT'IIOLSO-N: Preriselv.
Hon. J1. Cornell: The State's finanics are

not.
Hon. .1, NICHOLSON If the Govern-

ment do not check the drift, it means that
there will be added burdens placed on the
community in the shape Of fairther taxa-
tion. I hope some means will be devised
to arrest the backward flow. I know that
the Lender will point out the manner in
which the deficit lies increased, but at the
same time the duty devolves upoit the Gov-
ermnent to mieet the circunistinces as theys
arise, and lo prevent as far as possible the
backwash* continuing. On a previous ovcn-
sion I offered a suggestion with regard.
to time serious position of our finances and
thu growth of the defivit. This suiggestion
was that the matter should be investigated
by a board of competent exilertts. M.fr.
Kirwan lu-it year moved a motion in that
direction and T hope the Leader wvill give
consideration to the matter. Ho0 must
recognise tliat it would he in thme interests
of the country to get the benefit of expert
advice in connection with our finances.

Hon. F. A. Eiglin: Are not the Govern-
meant Competent to dIO that?7

Roen. .1 IOLSO'N : The trouble is
present and thev Government dTo not seem to
be able to stein it.

Hon. J1. Cornell: The trouhle is to get the
Government to mnake a commencement.

Hion. J. NICHOLSON: Nothing has been
done to stop the drift. We went to reach
that stage when there will be no deficit. I
offe-r this suggestion, too, that in. connec-
tion with our finanicial position certain trad-
ing concerns, are responsible in a measure for
time deficit, and should be disposed of.

Hion. G. W. 'Miles: Hlear, hear!
Hon. F. A. Baglin: Some are showing a

pretty good profit.
Hon. J. YNICHOLSON: I do not care

whether they are showing a good profit or
not.

lion. P. A. Baglin:. The deficit would
have been- greater but for the trading coni-
cerns.

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON': When I speak of
the State trading concerns, I refer to those
which are not part end parcel of the scheme

of settlement such as that which has been
alluded to. Unhesitatingly I say that the
State trading concerns are the worst
advertisement the State can have.

HOD. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!
Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: They prevent the

investment of piivate capital in the State,
Hon. E. HI. Hlarris: And you asked for a

State dehydrator!
len. J. NICHOLSON: That is a totally

different thing. I ant prepared to stand by
what I said about the dehydrator.

Hon. E. Rose: Co-operation.
lion. F. A. Baglin: In the absence of co-

operation, what will you do.'
lion. J. -NICHOLSON: It will he for the

Government to say what can be done. But
it is clearly necessary to do something to
assist in establishing a dehydrator. The
State trading concerns which are in comn-
petition with established industries, I re-
peat, are the worst advertisement the State
can have.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: It is not the function
of a Government to run trading concerns.

Rion. 3. NICHOLSON: That is quite true.
It is the function of Governments to govern
and not to trade, We also have this posi-
tion, that by carrying on the trading
concerns we alie preventing other people
tromt embarking on enterprises in the
Sl1ate. If we could induce private
enterprise to invest capital in the State,
we should take every opportunity of
doing so because, at the samne time, we
aire encourmaing population and h elp-
ing forward the settlement of the country.
The, greater the population we have, the less
wnill be the Muin,,nut Of our indebtedlness pet
head. If wre are retarding the expansion of
idustrial concerns amongst -priv ate people,

we are retirdlirg thme progress of the State,
A further Objection regularly advanced is that
State trading concerns occupy a favoured
position. They pay no taxesj and when ten
ders are called for any work, the Oarernmni
stipulate that certain articles shall be pus-
chased] fromn State tradiing concerns. That i,
not only unfair but is sufficient to drive in-
dustries ont of the country.

lion. V. A. Baglin:. Would yen sell th(
-adways, too?

Hon. J. xiclOtSO-N: The railways cowl
in a different category and consideratior
MAY dictate the adoption of a differeul
course. Some little time ago the >Ministei
for Works and Railways in 'New South Wales
Sir Thomas Henley, said emphatically thai
after his experience, State trading concerni
should he abolished, even when they weT(
paying.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Federal Treasurei
Said practically the same thing.

Hon. X. 'NICHOLSO'N: We recognise thal
the industrial world is still unsettled. E
ever there was need for industrial peace, Lbs'
time is the present.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Cease tbe campaigi
for wage reductionr and yen will get indus
trial peace.
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Ron. J1. Cornell: Has there ever been in-
dustrial peace?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have no intention
of raising a contentious debate. Many
leaders of the Iabour Party recognise the
economic position, and show a desire to bring
about an amic-able settlement of disputes.
Unfortunately, their efforts are not always
attended with success.

Hion. F. A. Baglin: There has been no
reciprocity on the part of employers.

Hion. J. NICHOLSON: I would not say
that. When men strike in defiance of the
Arbitration Court, as in tbe ease of the pre-
sent strike in Perth, it makes one doubt
whether the Arbitration Court is of much
use. I regret that this institution is not
availed of more than it is. The Government
have appealed to the producer to keep on pro-
ducing and to increase the production, bat
what has the producer to face? 'He has to
face the go-slow policy which has been an-
nounced so widely-

Hon. F. A. Baglin. That is a bogey.
Hon. C. F. Baxter: What encouragement

have the Government given the producer?
Hon, J. NICHOLSON: He has to face

strikes; he may have to face heavy taxes to
meet the deficit; he has to face increased
railway freights. The go-slow policy indicates

ILwrong economic conception on the part of
-those concerned. Tf the go-slow policy be
carried out-

Hon. F. A. Baglin interjected.
The PRESIDENT: I ask the hon. member

not to interrupt so frequently.
Hon. JT. NICHOLSON:- If the go-slow

policy be carried ouit, we shall find ourselves
in a very serious position. One of the most
distinguished leaders of the Labour Party
in the Old Country, -Mr. Clynes, 'M.P., said
it was the poor who suffered by under-pro-
dluction, and scarcity was a real friend of
the profiteer; nder-production afforded no
1protection to the worker. Does not this sug-
gest the necessity for imparting in our schools
and elsewhere some instruction on economies?
If greater instruction were given on this
subject we would have fewer strikes and a
better understanding would prevail between
employer and employee. It is one of the
things which will tend to success more than.
anything else, and I sincerely hope that sonic
better knowledge and understanding n-ill bp
arrived at ere long. The apprenticeship ques-
tion has an important bearing on the ad-
vancement of our State. This question has
been brought forcibly before me on various
occasions, because industries are being ham-
pered through a deficiency of qualified
men. If the State is to progress
we must see that the future generation
of workers are qualified. Under the arbitra-
tion awards and agreements the number or
apprentices is limited to the number of
Journeymen employed, and I doubt whether
tbat principle is sound. I know of several
instances in which it has caused grat hsrd-
ship. The "Industrial Australian and Min-
lug Standard' of the 17th August eoataium

ani article which impressed me greatly. It
reads-

Mr. -James Naugle, Superintendent of
Technical Education in New South Wales,
spoke on ''the problem of apprentice-
ship'' at the Paddington Town Hall re-
cently. The time has come when serious
consideration will have to be given to the
imiportant question of apprenticeship.
Many trades are being starved of skilled men
because of the restrictions placed on the
number of apprentices which may be em-
ployed to each tradesman. The "closed
shop'' and nion tyranny are mainly re-
sponsible for the present position. WMr.
Nangle, in the course of his lecture, said
that the system of apprenticeship, which
was at its best in the days of Elizabeth,
lad been interfered with when machinery
was intiodticed and factories came into
vogue. This meant that the individual
emnployer who took an apprentice and] who
worked by band was able to give a per-
sonal and technical training. Machinery
and the factory system, however, iwade
this system impossible. 'Many attempts
to revive the system bad been made, but
as a general rule they had failed. Aus-
tralin. and other new countries differed
very much from the old world centres
where manufacturing, and consequently
specialisation, had to be carried on. Whecre
specialisation was in vogue, operatives,
rather than good. all-round tradesmen,
wereq required. As n result, in thickly
populated countries it wras diffleolt to carry
on a system of apprenticeship such as ob-
tained when the guilds flourished in Eliza-
beth's time. Australia, however, required
good all-round craftsmen. Here, special-
isation would not he needed for at least
a generation. It seemed, therefore, that
we should revive apprenticeship, and we
must do so if we were to secure that traini-
ing which the men wbo were to become the
tradesmen of Australia needed. Mr.
Naugle proposed as remedies (r) a proper
allocation of the numbers of apprentice~s
to be taken annually into each trade or
calling; (2) systematic selection of boys
and girls for suituble eallings, thus pre-
venting the mdanger of iisfits and securing
to a boy or girl an employer who would
provide at satisfactory apprenticeship; (3)
thle organisation of boys awl girls into ap-
Iorenticcship with suitable employers; (4)
the control of apprentices in order to se-
maire effective service to employers; (5)
'-ontrol aiming at securing proper training
o)f apprentices by employers; (6) organ-
ised training which should consist of two
parts, (a) workshop training with the em-
ployer and (b) supplementary technical
education in trade schools. The control,
hie said, nnquestionably should be exer-
cised by the Education Department. At
present the interests of the boy were sub-
eervient to industrial disputes between em-
ployer and emnploys;, and the boy was not
enfrancisedI until he was 21 years of age.
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Ibring this mnatter before the House in order
that it may receive further consideration. I
hope further consideration will be given by
the Government not only to advancing our
primary industries by settling the land1
but also to advancing and encouraging
our secondary industries. The two must go
hand in band. As I had occasion to say the
other day, we must recognise the fact that
there are ziany mn coming out to this State,
nd even in this State at present, who are
not fitted for going on the land, but these
sme men might be most useful as operatives&
in factories or as workmen in other spheres.
I hope it will be recognised that the develop-
ment of our primary end secondary indus-
tries must go hand in bond. it is our duty
to advance both, because we can never be a
self-contained or self-supporting State sinless
we hare both primary and secondary indus-
tries flourishing, Subjec-t to u-bat I have
said on certain poinits;, I stipport the motion
for the a(Inption of the Address-in -reply.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 psum.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

COUNTRY PARTY LEADERSHIP.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H, K. Maley--Greenough) 1 4.35):
With your permission, Sir, I should like to

inorm the House that following upon the no-
signation of the member for Avon (Mr. Herri-
son) and the member for Kateinng (Mr.
A. Thomson) as Leader and Deputy Leadsr
respectively of the Country Party, that party
has appointed me as Leader and the member
for York (Mr. Lathamn) as Deputy Leader.

- LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Latham, leave of absence

for two weeks granted to the member for
Beverley (Mr. Broun) on the ground of ill-
health,

SWEARING-IN OP NEW MI1NISTER.

M.Nr. SPEAKER: I have received the re-
turn of the writ for the by-election of the
Swan electorate. It appears f romt the en-
dlorseinent thereon that the Hon, Richard
Stanley Sampson hats been returned unop-
posed. I am nowv prepared to swear in the
lion, member.

The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) ac-
cordingly took and sutbscribed the oath, and
signed the roll.

BILLS (2)-FIRST 'READING.
1, Mining Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

2, Pensioners' Rates Exemption.
Introduced by Capt. Carter.

PAPERS--MINING ACCIDENT, GOLDEN
HORSESHOE.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered-
''That all papers relating to the fatal acci-
dent which occurred on the Golden Horseshoe
Estates mine, Boulder, on the 6th December,
1021, be laid upon the Table of the House.''

PAPERS-OIL LEASES, WORK DONE.
On motion by Hon. P. Collier ordered " That

rill repor-ts made to the Minister for Mines
in accordance with the provisions of the 'Mini-
lug Act Amendment Act, 1920, relating to
work done by persons licensed to prospect for
mineral oil be laid upon the Table.''

-MOTION-RETUR'NED SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Mr. WILSON" (Collie) (4.40]: I move-
That in the opinion of this House, it is

desirable that a Royal Commission shonld he
appointed to go into all phases of the " land
settlement policy" in regard to repatriated
soldiers of tbe A.I.P. who are now strug-
gling under adverse circumstances and must
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